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SAARBRÜCKEN The reviews are overwhelmingly enthusiastic: one attests to her enchantingly beautiful, 
colorful, and lush voice full of character, great drama, and enormous power, which she knows how to lead 
dynamically and confidently. Such hymns of praise showered down on the young mezzo-soprano, Melissa 
Zgouridi, just after the premiere of Handel's baroque opera “Alcina” at the Saarland State Theater (SST), 
in which she is double cast with Carmen Seibel as Ruggiero. A part that was originally written for a 
countertenor, but in now done as a pants role in which Zgouridi shines.   
 
The singer with the disarming smile and a weakness for bold, statement earrings is of Brazilian-Chinese-
American origins; actually she also has Russian and Greek roots, but this is getting too complicated. Let's 
reduce it to the fact that Zgouridi was born in California, grew up in the USA in a bilingual household and 
knew at an early age that she wanted to become a singer - even though in between she felt a call to be a 
lawyer. "Both have to do with a passion for people," explains Zgouridi. "But I'm happier as a singer than as 
a lawyer." 
 
Her Bachelors in vocal performance, accompanied by many language courses, was at the Eastman School 
of Music in Rochester, New York, and in 2018, she received her Master’s degree in Lied and Oratorio 
performance from the Mozarteum Salzburg – with distinction. Is that why she speaks German so well? 
“Being married helps,” says Zgouridi with a laugh. Her husband is Austrian; she is currently in a long-
distance relationship with the architect because Intendant Bodo Busse, who discovered the 29-year-old 
singer in Weikersheim in Baden-Württemberg, brought her to the SST. Due to the pandemic, her debut 
in Saarbrücken was online – as a soloist in the Good Friday concert, which was broadcast on YouTube. 
Towards the end of her half-year contract, Zgouridi recounts thinking, “hopefully I can stay!”.  
 
She had already attended several illustrious master classes and guest engagements and had won various 
international prizes and scholarships; perhaps other opportunities would have been open to her. But then 
came Corona. And the social factor is very important to Zgouridi: she was immediately taken with the 
friendly atmosphere at the theater, she says. She also appreciates the theater management’s awareness 
of the development of young voices.  
 
Her wish came true: Zgouridi has been part of the ensemble since January 2021 and has been heard as 
one of the Weird Sisters in "Macbeth Underworld”, as Dryad in "Ariadne auf Naxos", and will be heard as 
Mercedes in "Carmen," among other roles. Now she will even take on two title roles, that of "Carmen" 
[correction: in 2022/2023] and that of "Wanda Walfisch" in the German premiere of the children's opera 
in the Alte Feuerwache (a co-production with the Opéra National du Rhin, premiere: February 12). Next 
season, she will also be heard as Erda in "Das Rheingold”. 
 
Speaking of which: “The dramatic singers are the coolest!” she said, drawing on her observations from 
attending the Bayreuth Festival. Zgouridi especially likes Baroque works, but appreciates collaborations 
with contemporary composers, and she is a passionate oratorio and Lied singer. “In order to love song, 
you have to love prose and poetry”, explains Zgouridi: because here, pure vocal expression is required 
without the aid of a set or accessories. You should mark down May 15th, which is when she, together with 
coloratura soprano, Bettina Maria Bauer, will give a Liederabend.  
 
“Versatility is super healthy”, says Zgouridi, which she means not only just in terms of music. Alongside 
her work as a singer, she has her own small business as a photographer and web designer, which tailors 
to the needs of artists. “Independence in our field is important” she emphasizes. As a matter of honor, she 
also did her own website and her own photos. She posts on Instagram and social media, however, more 
out of necessity. “By nature I’m not a big social media influencer”, Zgouridi confesses, “But I am curious, 
have a lot of interests, want to do things and make a difference. For that I am grateful and it makes me 
happy that I can be creative in so many areas.” And there is one thing she believes in: "You have to be a 
good person first to be able to give artistically." 


